      ATTENTION SALT LAKE AREA FLYERS

NEW SALT LAKE CITY MODEL PORT UPDATE

Due to the construction of the Regional Athletic Complex, the Model Airport Facility that was previously located on that site is now permanently closed.  A new facility will soon be under construction near 7500 W and 1300 S. Anticipated completion is summer of 2011.

The new Model Airport runway will be 60 feet wide by 550 feet long with a 10 foot shoulder on both sides and 50 feet over run areas at each end (base gravel). There will be a gravel parking area for 92 cars, a 35 foot by 35 foot concrete helipad, a 55 foot by 315 foot concrete lay-down and set-up area with seven 14 foot by 14 foot shade pavilions, and a 12 ft by 16 foot shed with counter top window. The existing restroom from the old Model Airport will be relocated to this site. The footprint of this new site was taken from and closely resembles the old Model Airport. For more information, please call the Parks Division at 801.972.7800

I would like to take a minute to explain the how, where and why’s of the New Salt Lake Model Port.  Beginning over a year ago meetings were held with Salt Lake City division of parts and recreation.  Being the current President of the UTE-RC club I was one of the people representing Salt lake area modelers.  The first task of the group was to find a suitable flying site. 

Land within Salt Lake City is, to say the least at a premium. Several locations were investigated, but were ruled out for a myriad of reasons.  Things like road expansion, new power corridor, noise and access. So after an exhaustive search it was evident that the only site suitable for flying in Salt Lake City was the landfill location. 

Why is the runway orientated the way it is.  Quit simply, it had to be orientated to the west so that flyers would clear the high tensions powers lines that run along 1300 South. If you look closely at the topography you will see it is by no means flat.  There is a drop off on the south end of the site, which also required the runway be oriented to the west so we could get the length we requested. Because of the topographical constraints and physical encumbrances it has been very challenging to orient the runway for the most favorable wind and sun conditions.  Listed below is a summery of where we are currently.  

Agreements

1) Rotate runway to 45 degrees west of north.

2) Place southeast end of runway at city location.

3) Move parking and pits toward northwest end of runway. Square off parking

4) Increase taxiway from pits to runway from 50’ to 100’.

5) Place pilot stations on both sides toward southeast end of runway.

6) Build pavilions continuous if possible.  

Disagreements

1) Location of parking and pits (northeast vs. southwest side of runway).

 Arguments for northeast location of parking and pits.

  a) Safety. Less likely for flight over the road and power lines.

  b) Likely less expensive cost for road.

  c) Morning flyers fly with the sun at their backs.

 Arguments for southwest location of parking and pits.

  a) Flying better more hours of the day.

  b) Evening flyers fly with the sun at their backs.

Within the next few weeks (watch UTERC.com web site for notification) the City Engineer will be staking the runway and two proposed parking lot locations.  I would encourage all interested flyers to go out and take a look at what is proposed (the gate combination is 2002). In order to overcome the Sun problem we are proposing some type of moveable safety fence to allow pilots to fly from either side of the runway.  Keep in mind we will have to establish some rules to govern this process, so that we do not have pilots flying from opposite sides of the runway at the same time. I think that is completely doable and would be a win win for all flyers. Keep in mind the parking lot location will ultimately be

determined by least expensive construction bid. The only remaining hurdle that must be finalized is the funding for the project, which is currently delayed due to pending litigation over the Sports Complex by environmentally groups.

If you would like to comment on the new Model Port please e-mail me at tlwinte@msn.com Please be sure to put Model Port in the subject line of your e-mail.


[image: image1.png]ACCESS
ROAD
OPTION. #1
ONLY

- oPTioN #2 NS s

SALT - LAKE MODEL AIRPORT - orm





_1366549247.pdf





